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Principal—Paul Wieneke

              TACOMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS            www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/schools/index/asp
   Mission Statement: Blix Elementary is committed to high academic standards with a focus on student learning in a safe, caring, 
                                   inclusive environment where all children have the opportunity to develop to their full potential.
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     Thank you to all parents and teachers for taking the time out of your busy schedules to attend our Parent Information/Open House Night, Thursday, October 20 from 6-7:30.  

     Blix Elementary School opened its doors to students in September 2002. We have grown to a school of more than 480 students in grades pre-kindergarten to fifth grade. We are striving to present the best research-based educational experience for our wonderful students.


Our school is named after Trygve I. Blix, a longtime Tacoma Public Schools educator and native son of our Eastside neighborhood. Blix, a son of Norwegian immigrants, would be pleased that our school serves so many children who have recently arrived in America. About one-third of our students speak a second language, with Spanish being the predominant language after English. We welcome families from Mexico, Russia, the Ukraine, Cambodia and other countries as well.


Blix staff members have worked very hard to create a school environment that is safe for our students and provides the greatest opportunity for academic success. We encourage extensive reading instruction through our Reading First program. Students work for 90 minutes daily in reading groups at their instructional level. We are excited about the improvements brought to our math curriculum through the district-adopted Expressions program.   All of our academic work is enhanced by our state-of-the-art technology hardware.


We welcome all families and visitors to come see us anytime. We are very proud of our school. Great things in education are happening at the “pearl” of the Eastside community. Come and see for yourself.


  Paul Wieneke, Principal





pwienek@tacoma.k12.wa.us
Free/Reduced Lunch Applications

     Applications for financial support for school lunches must be submitted each year.  There is a 30-day carry-over period until October 14, 2011, to provide time for parents to reapply.  It takes approximately ten working days for the application to be processed by the Student Nutrition Department.  The school is not involved in the application approval.  We’re sorry, but any charges during the review approval process are the responsibility of the parents.  
              TRYGVE I. BLIX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal—Paul Wieneke

              TACOMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS            www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/schools/index/asp
   Declaracion de Mision: Blix Elementary esta comprometida a un alto rango academico donde se centra en el aprendizaje del estudiante en un ambiente de cuidado seguro incluido, donde todos los ninos tienen la oportunidad de desarrollar todo su potencial.

September 22, 2011
EXPLORADOR de EXPRESSAR en Espanol!
          

DEL DIRECTOR:
     Gracias a todos los padres y profesores por tomar un tiempo de sus horarios ocupados para atender nuestra Informacion a los Padres/ Noche de Casa Abierta, Jueves, el 20 de Octubre, 6-7:30pm.
La escuela Elementaria Blix abrio sus puertas a los estudiantes en Septiembre del 2002. Nos hemos convertido en una escuela de mas de 480 estudiantes en los grados de preescolar a quinto grado. Nos estamos esforzando para presentar los mejores trabajos de investigacion, basados en la experiencia educativa para nuestros estudiantes maravillosos.

Nuestra escuela lleva el nombre de Trygve  que Blix mucho tiempo, Educador de la Escuela Publica de Tacoma y oriundo de nuestros inmigrantes del Este. Blix, un hijo de inmigrantes Noruegos estaria encantado de que nuestros estudiantes hablasen un Segundo idioma, el espanol es el idioma predominante, despues del ingles. Damos la bienvenida a las familias de Mexico, Rusia, Ucrania, Cambodia, asi como a los demas paises.

Miembros del personal de Blix, han trabajado muy duro para crear un ambiente escolar que es seguro para nuestros estudiantes y ofrece la mayor oportunidad para el exito academic.

Animamos a la ensenanza de la lectura extensiva a travez de nuestro programa de la Primera Lectura. Los estudiantes trabajan durante 90 minutos todos los dias en un grupo de lectura en su nivel de intruccion. Estamos entusiasmados con las mejoras introducidas en nuestro curriculo de Matematicas, a travez del Programa de Expresion, adoptados por el distrito. Todo nuestro trabajo academico se ve reforzado por nuestra tecnologia de hardware.

Damos la bienvenida a todas las familias y visitantes a venir a vernos en cualquier momento. Estamos muy orgullosos de nuestra escuela. Grandes cosas en la educacion se estan produciendo en la “perla” de la comunidad del Este. Venga y vealo por usted mismo.
  Paul Wieneke, Principal





pwienek@tacoma.k12.wa.us
Gratis/Aplicacion para reduccion del costo de Almuerzo
 

Las aplicaciones para ayuda financiera en los almuerzos escolares, deben ser administradas cada ano. Hay un plazo de 30 dias hasta el 14 de Octubre del 2011, para dar tiempo a los padres para volver a aaplicar. Este proceso, aproximadamente, toma 10 dias laborales, para que la aplicacion sea porcesada en el Departamento de Nutricion del Escolar. La escuela no esta involucrada en la aprovacion de la aplicacion. Lo sentimos pero los cargos monetarios durante el proceso de aprobacion de la revision, es responsabilidad de los padres. 


Calendar

 

Working together:

Home, school and community

At Blix Elementary School, we believe in the power of a partnership between the student,

family and school. Student success is more easily attained when all three components

of the partnership are working toward the same goal. Each member of the partnership team is important and has a specific role. It is our goal to cultivate that partnership from the moment a student or family member walks through the doorways to our state-of-the-art facility. We start the year off immediately with an open house where it is our goal to make every person feel like a valued member of the team. We also provide a time to address any informal questions and/or concerns.

Next, we have partnership conferences. These conferences are where the student, the parent

and the teacher set one or two goals for the student to attain during the school year. Followup

conferences are held at different times throughout the year to monitor the progress of

the goal(s) and to make revisions if necessary. Once again, the team approach is

implemented, thereby nurturing greater success.

You are your child’s first teacher and number one advocate,  and we invite you to join the Blix team in an effort to work toward greater success for your child.

Beyond welcoming assistance for our school needs, we want to play a service role in our

community. Our students are willing to get involved with projects to better our neighborhood. Our building facility is available for community events. We see the Eastside of Tacoma blossoming with opportunity. We at Blix are glad to be a part of this community improvement.

Every morning our students state this pledge: “We at Blix Elementary School pledge to be Star Students!!! By making Safe choices, by working together as a Team and sharing with others, by showing our best “I can do it” Attitude, & by Respecting self and others—we can all succeed.  We know that S.T.A.R. means: Safety-Teamwork-Attitude-Respect. Be a Blix STAR!”  
              TRYGVE I. BLIX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal—Paul Wieneke

              TACOMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS                       www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/schools/index/asp
   Mission Statement: Blix Elementary is committed to high academic standards with a focus on student learning in a safe, caring, 

                                   inclusive environment where all children have the opportunity to develop to their full potential.

Did we make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)?   No. 
1) We are now in year 4 of “school failure” under the federal No Child Left Behind Law (NCLB), which means “School Choice & Supplemental Educational Services.”  Letters have gone out to all families. Blix students had the choice to apply to go to Jefferson or Browns Point schools.  The period of school choice is expired.  Blix will offer tutoring to students starting in November.

2) School & subgroups not meeting AYP:

· 3rd-5th reading proficiency all students

· 3rd- 5th reading/ Black students

· 3rd- 5th reading/ Hispanic students

· 3rd- 5th reading/ white students

· 3rd-5th reading/ low income students

· 3rd-5th math/Hispanic students

· 3rd-5th math/ White students

Blix did not meet school improvement goals for reading, but did meet target goals for math.

	

	Met Proficiency Goal

Met Participation Goal

Student Group

Reading

Math

Reading

Math

All

No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
American Indian

N<Required 
N<Required 
N<Required 
N<Required 
Asian/Pacific Islander

N<Required 
N<Required 
N<Required 
N<Required 
Black

No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Hispanic

No 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
White

No 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
Limited English

N<Required 
N<Required 
N<Required 
N<Required 
Special Education

N<Required 
N<Required 
Yes 
Yes 
Low Income

No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Number of Yes:

16

|

Number of No:

7

|

% of Yes/Total:

69.6%
|

Number of 




Even though 7 subcatagories were No, this is an improvement over 8 subcatagories of  No in 2009-2010.  There were 3 subcatagory “No” in 2008-09 and 6 No in 07-08.  Blix met AYP in 06-07, but needed to meet AYP for 2 years in a row to be removed from the NCLB “School Failure” list.  Blix had 1 No in 05-06.

From the P.T.A. President

Hello fellow Blix Explorers, from your 2011-2012 Blix PTA President!  My name is Debbie Frank, and I am your new PTA president.  I have been a Blix parent since 2005.

I have been  involved with Blix P.T.A since its early days.  At first, I was only able to attend a couple of meetings, kids and work kept me on my toes!  Last year I served as secretary, and volunteered for both P.T.A. and school events when I could.  This year I’m stepping up to the challenge of P.T.A. President, and hope to serve you all well in that function.


Every bit of effort counts, every voice counts.  I encourage you all to consider joining the Blix P.T.A. this year.  Just signing up for membership means you have added yourself to a growing number of parents and Blix staff, and that alone is helping us!  As of 10/7/2011, we already have 28 members and growing!


Parents with a little spare time can also volunteer, at their discretion (be sure to check in with school office to fill out necessary volunteer paperwork).  I have found helping out at the school to be a very rewarding experience, the kids, as well as the teachers, love to see parents there helping out.  And yes, even your own kids will think you are cool!


Should you wish to volunteer for P.T.A. sponsored events, leave a note at the front office, and either our Events coordinator or I will get back with you.  Or look for our volunteer sign-up sheets at the next school function, Open House night on Thursday, October 20th.


ONE LAST IMPORTANT NOTE:  The first Blix P.T.A. general meeting will be held during the Open House night on Oct. 20th.  Active general members present at the event will be asked to review and vote on our proposed operating budget and standing rules.  This will be held in the cafeteria, no more than 15 minutes of your time is needed.

Thank you all, and I look forward to a great P.T.A. year!

Debbie (Deb) Frank
Photos/Videos at School
As we now live in the era of social media, new and different challenges arise around pictures and videos taken at school or at school events.  We love that you support your student and want to capture memories for the future.  However, it is important to be mindful that not all families are comfortable with having images of their child posted online.  Also,  it is important to remember that there are some circumstances where posting images of students and staff online without their advanced knowledge or permission could inadvertently put someone in danger.  For example, a family or staff member could be attempting to keep their current location or worksite private because of domestic violence or stalking issues.  For both of these reasons, please don’t post photos or videos taken at school or at school events on social media sites unless you have permission from the families of other students or staff who also appear in the photos or videos.
TPS Legal Department

*********************

News From Blix Music Department

Greetings Blix Parents:

 

October is a fun month for music classes.  We are polishing up our school song for the next school assembly.  We are learning about different sounds that percussion instruments make and how to play them.  We are dancing, singing and playing music games that reinforce beat, rhythm and pitch.  It is a wonderful thing to sing with your child.  It makes a big difference if you can do it often.

 

We will have a Veteran's Day Assembly on November 8th from 2:30 - 3:00.  Parents are welcome to attend.  Any Veteran's in the community will be honored at the assembly.  Please let me know if any Veteran's will attend so I can arrange for them to sit in a special spot. 

 

Happy Fall! - Ms. Lansdon
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Hablamos Espanol!





Si su estudiante va a ser ausente, llamamos por favor 571-7479.


Gracias.





�





Oct. 20—Parent Information Night/   


                  Open House 6-7:30PM


Oct. 31—Trunk-or-treat, Blix parking lot, 5:30- 6:30


Nov. 2—Student picture day


Oct. 31- Nov. 4—Book Fair


Nov. 8—Veterans Day assembly 	 


	        2:30- 3:00


Nov. 11—Veterans Day Holiday


Nov. 18—Health Screenings


Nov. 23-25—Thanksgiving break


Nov. 30-Dec. 2nd —Parent/teacher 	Partnership Conferences… 
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